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ance of republican institutions. This opinion is not
peculiar to a class of citizen or to a party, but it-
belongs to the whole nation, and to every rank of
society.
In the United States, if a political character attacks
a sect, this may not prevent even the partisans of that
very sect from supporting him ; but if he attacks all
the sects together, every one abandons him, and he
remains alone.
While I was in America, a witness, who hap.
pened to be called at the assizes of the county of
Westchester (State of New York), declared that he
did not believe in the existence of God, or in the
immortality of the soul. The judge refused to admit
his evidence, on the ground that the witness had
destroyed beforehand all the confidence of the court
in what he was about to say. The newspapers
related the fact without any further comment.
The Americans combine the notions of Christianity
and of liberty so intimately in their minds that it is
impossible to make them conceive the one without
the other, and with them this conviction does not
spring from that barren traditionary faith which
seems to vegetate in the soul rather than to live.
I have known of societies formed by the Americans
to send out ministers of the Gospel into the new
Western States to found schools and churches there,
lest religion should be suffered to die away in those
remote settlements, and the rising States be less
fitted to enjoy free institutions than the people from
which they emanated. I met with wealthy Ne\v
Englanders who abandoned the country in which
they were born in order to lay the foundations o
Christianity and of freedom on the banks of th(
Missouri, or in the prairies of Illinois. Thus religious
zeal is perpetually stimulated in the United States b)